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Waka rorohiko

Robert Sullivan

A poem by Robert Sullivan, first published in Star Waka,
Auckland University Press, 1999.

| heard it at Awataha Marae

in te reo-waka rorohiko-

‘computer waka’, about a database
containing whakapapa. Some tapu
information, not for publication.

A dilemma for the library culture

of access for all, no matter who, how,

why. A big Western principle stressing
egalitarianism. My respects.

However, Maori knowledge brings many
together to share their passed down wisdom
in person to verify their inheritance;
without this unity our collective knowledge
dissipates into cults of personality.
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